Summary. Different doses (ranging from 31 to 1000 \g=m\g) of chlormadinone acetate were injected into female rats on Days 2 to 6 of pregnancy. The percentage of ova lost before implantation increased with higher doses of the drug, whereas the implantation ratio (number of rats with implantations/total number of rats)
Since the suggestion by Shelesnyak (1960) that oestrogen secretion is needed for embryo implantation, a pharmacological blockade of this Oestrogen surge' has been attempted in several ways.
Inhibition of implantation with medroxyprogesterone acetate (Barnes & Meyer, 1964) , tranquillizers (Psychoyos, 1963) or atropine (Schlough, 1969) has been reported. The effect of these drugs was probably mediated through blocking the release of gonadotrophin and the impairment of oestrogen secretion. The administration of oestrogen antagonists also probably produced an antifertility effect by blocking oestrogen action at the level of the uterus (Prasad & Kalra, 1967) . The antifertility activities of various compounds have been correlated with their oestrogenic or antioestrogenic properties (Emmens & Finn, 1962; Emmens, 1965 
